
  Music Development Plan summary: Hasmonean Multi-Academy Trust  
 
 
The document below outlines the Music Development Plan for Hasmonean Multi-Academy Trust for 
the academic year 2024-2025. 
 
This is a summary of how our schools deliver music education to all our students across curricular 
and extra-curricular music. 
 
This information is to help students, parents and carers understand what our schools offers and who 
we work with to support our students’ music education.  
 
Head of Music:   Mrs Carol Algranati 
Music Teacher at Belsize Park: Ms Ionna Michailidou  
 
The schools also have an extensive and active peripatetic staff across all three schools, 
 
Our music hub provider is SOUND BOX   jason@soundboxma.org 
 
 Part A: Curriculum music 
Our KS3 curriculum covers Years 7 and 8 
Lessons are delivered fortnightly. 
Our KS3 curriculum has been revised to ensure we include the key features of the national plan for 
music education.  
 
Our school music curriculum is also informed by the model music curriculum (March 2021), which is 
a piece of non-statutory guidance for teaching music from Key Stages 1 to 3.  
 
The curriculum in KS3 is designed to lead directly into KS4 music, following the EDUQAS syllabus, 
which focuses on exploration of the Elements of Music and their application and understanding. 
Students learn keyboard skills together with staff notation reading skills.  
 
Students are able to perform simple pieces with understanding of staff notation and basic rhythmic 
units.  This often leads to students learning the piano and then developing their skills to enable them 
to pursue GCSE music. 
 
In Year 7, students learn keyboard and staff notation- reading skills.  This often leads to students 
learning the piano and then developing their skills to enable them to pursue GCSE music in Year 10 
Students also learn how to work and compose in groups in a collaborative way.  Students are also 
exposed to the vast repertoire of Classical music, through an innovative project supported by the 
BBC, called The Ten Pieces. Students use these pieces as inspiration for composing their own music  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces 
 
In Year 8, students learn about music from other cultures. As African music forms the basis for so 
much fusion music (EDUQAS GCSE), they explore a rhythmic unit based on African music and the 
complex use of rhythm found in African music.  In Year 8, they also learn about the importance of 
harmony and chords, this prepares them to compose their own pop songs.  Since this is such a 
popular genre, students approach this Unit of work with a good degree of prior learning.  Students 
also learn how to use the composing programme, Bandlab which helps them to explore and 
understand music technology to compose.  https://www.bandlab.com/?lang=en 
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In Year 9, the Option year, students now choose their Option subjects as a pathway to selecting their 
GCSE subjects.  Year 9 thus delves a bit deeper into all music processes, including theory and more 
advanced composition tasks.  There are 3 lessons scheduled over a two-week timetable.  An 
extensive Music for Film SOW is explored as it features in GCSE music and is a genre that most 
students enjoy.  Elements of the EDUQAS GCSE syllabus are explored in order to provide students 
with an idea as to what GCSE music entails, if they want to pursue this subject further.  The KS3 
curriculum is scaffolded so that prior learning is built upon lesson by lesson but also topic by topic, 
so students not only broaden their skill sets by trying new instruments but also deepen their musical 
learning and abilities by developing specific skills. Specific topics have been included at KS3 that are 
built upon at KS4 level, for example Film Music and African music are both studied at KS4 level, 
which is introduced at KS3.  
 
In Years 10 and 11, students begin their GCSE music curriculum 
 https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/r2lbrib0/eduqas-gcse-music-gft-171224.pdf  
There are 6 lessons spread over a two-week timetable.  Students now focus on the 3 strand approach 
to GCSE music, including Composing, Performing and Appraising/Listening.  Students are given 
opportunities to perform in school concerts and informal class performances, where they are 
encouraged to provide feedback to performances based on the Performance criteria, specified by 
EDUQAS. 
  
Year 12 and 13  
This is the first year where A level music has been reintroduced.  The school is working in partnership 
with Ark Pioneer Academy https://arkpioneer.org/ 
 
Most of the syllabus is delivered at Ark Pioneer, supplemented by 2 lessons provided at Hasmonean 
Multi-Academy Trust. 
  
The students follow the Edexcel Music syllabus  
 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Music/2016/Specification%20an
d%20sample%20assessments/Pearson_Edexcel_Level_3_Advanced_GCE_in_Music_9MU0_specific
ation_issue7.pdf 
 
 
Students with Pupil Premium status are given first priority on instrument use and teacher support. 
The Music Department plays an important role in the Social and Emotional health of these students 
by ensuring that they have full access and financial backing to learn musical instruments at school  
Part B: Extra-curricular music – Music Tuition, Choirs and Ensembles 
 
Our music hub Soundbox, who supplies the vast majority of our peripatetic teaching staff across all 
3 schools, supports Hasmonean Multi-Academy Trust.  
 
We offer piano, keyboard, electric and acoustic guitar, drums, singing and violin.  Students are 
encouraged to work towards music exams ABRSM/TRINITY to track their progress. They, together 
with the Head of Music, are setting up Extracurricular Band practise and ensembles.  We have a small 
string ensemble on the Girls’ School and 2 choirs on the Boys’ School.  Students also set up their own 
bands/ ensembles/vocal groups, which encourages team building and collaboration between the 
year groups. 
  
Every year the Girls’ School puts on a Musical production, which involves a big cast across Years 7-
10. These productions are run in collaboration with the Year 12 students. This partnership provides 
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our students with the unique opportunity of working alongside our music and drama teachers and 
is an invaluable and highly successful  activity. 
  
Part C: Musical experiences, events and performances. 
 
The Music Department organises an annual concert trip to the Southbank to participate in a GCSE 
concert at the Southbank called Bright Sparks. This is a very important event, as many students have 
not had the opportunity to attend Classical music concerts. Content from the GCSE music syllabus is 
explored and performed.  The Music Department  holds an annual GCSE specialist concert to provide 
students with more performing experience  GCSE Composition performances  are also included in 
these concerts. Our Summer concerts involve the whole school and give younger students the 
opportunity to perform in groups or as soloists.    
 
In the future  
Hasmonean Multi-Academy Trust intends to: 
1.Build up and support music activities in the new Middle School at Belsize Park.  To this end, 
Soundbox, our Music hub provider, has been involved in setting up peripatetic lessons together with 
extra- curricular Band practise and Performance opportunities both within and outside of the school 
environment.  Soundbox will also  provide Music Mark certificates and exams to celebrate the 
success and achievements  of the students. 
   
2.Hasmonean Multi Academy Trust will continue to organise more and diverse Music outings, as 
these expose our students to music making outside the school environment, expanding and 
enriching their musical experiences. 
 
3.We plan to expand the range of instruments offered to students to include brass and woodwind 
tuition. 
 
4. We plan to organise more concerts within the Jewish community and other local communities  
 

 

 



 


