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A message from Shaina Josephs our Head Girl

This year has been like no other, constant worries about quarantining, online
lessons and the continual disruption to ‘normal’ school life. Whilst this year has
been different and challenging for everyone in their own ways, school still
managed to give us a great deal of enjoyment both inside and outside the
classroom. Whether that was the Yom Haatzmaut shuk, inflatables on the hill or
other activities organised by astounding pupils, teachers and the HIPE team. I
wish everyone an enjoyable and well deserved summer holiday, and I encourage
all students to celebrate the achievements you have accomplished this year, no
matter how big or small. I look forward to welcoming everyone back in September
in between all the busy chagim!
Yashar: continued guidance and information about careers
These last few weeks Ms Valencia has been meeting with students one to one to give
personalised advice and guidance about next steps. Many students have already started their
UCAS applications and have sent in the first draft of their personal statement. I recommend
having a look at unifrog.org with your child. Whether it is going to university with or without
deferring; applying to apprenticeships or looking up career options the students have access to
a range of resources all of which were introduced on Yashar day and were sent home on the
29th June. If you have any questions please email c.valencia@hasmonean.co.uk.
Moreover, we have a put together a series of interviews with professionals in a wide variety of
industries and these are accessible on the website https://hasmoneangirls.org.uk/sixth-form/
and require the password hasmosf21. If you would like to be part of the series we would love to
hear from you. Interviews don’t take more than 20 minutes and are really appreciated by the
students.
This last term also saw the students have the opportunity to take up a week of work experience
or online courses. This was an important part of creating supra curricular knowledge that will
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enhance their current learning and make applications stand out from the rest. Ms Valencia
was very impressed with the persistence and maturity shown by students who managed to find
relevant and impressive placements at Vets, Design studios and Dentists to name a few. Others
were able to use the time effectively to use this time to access undergraduate level courses
online and expand their knowledge.

PSHE
Mrs Taylor has been taking the lead on maximising our personal, social, health and emotional
education in the Sixth Form. Her incredible organisational skills have already been felt and with
the continued support from the Midrasha and Rabbi Birnbaum the girls have had important talks
this term.

Midrasha
After a long and
challenging year you all
really deserve time out to
unwind.
Use your time well, have
loads of fun and
remember to keep up
some learning and of
course davening too. The
Midrasha will be back for
our pre RH programme
on Tuesday 31 August
with guest speaker
Rebbetzen Joanne Dove A
New Year…a New
Beginning
Book your place today
https://forms.gle/42byqLLjMWoCPAiE9
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Rabbi Dov Birnbaum
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Extra curricular
Last week, Year 12 students: Rivka Shaerf, Talia Kanzen and Eliane
Fachler, along with a student from another school, embarked on their
carefully planned hiking trip to complete the Yorkshire 3 Peak Challenge
with the help of the Mark Evison Foundation. This foundation offers £500
towards any challenge that teenagers wish to complete.

Our challenging hike consisted of 3 nights of camping and 3 days of mountain
climbing, totalling to 52 miles of walking.
We also became masters of vegan
cooking and map reading. Another
aspect of the challenge consisted of
carefully budgeting with the generous
sum the Foundation gave to us. This
enhanced our numeracy skills and
required precise prioritisation and
organisation.
Although we enjoyed the beautiful
scenery, we were faced with intense
weather conditions and an extremely
high incline when climbing the
mountains. Nonetheless, we managed
to overcome the challenge, work as a
team and we are so proud of our
achievements.We are so grateful for the
opportunity to take on such a
challenging adventure and we are sure
that the skills we have acquired will
assist us in the future.

