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Well done to our year 12 who have settled 
into the Sixth Form wonderfully. We are 
working together to bridge the gap left by 
the abrupt ending of the summer term. 

Six Plus and Yashar 
The year 12 and 13 have been having 
fortnightly assemblies. These are used to 
deliver exciting workshops, provide skills 
training and prepare our girls. Workshops 
like the one with Goldman Sachs where 
students were given an insight into the 
world of financial services and had small 
group discussions with professionals 
from different divisions of the company 
including law, engineering and global 
investments. 

The year 12 had sessions for Study skills and Time management delivered by Elevate and which 
we will be building upon using specialised resources to embed good learning practices. They 
have also been introduced to the ORT Jump programme and many have already been matched 
up with mentors in their chosen field. 

We have also had the chance to have an introduction to the Britanica interface which provides a 
safe and comprehensive search function that the students can use for many of their subjects. 
See the parent introduction here https://youtu.be/SiQOTYKKHw8  

Continuing from last year we have looked to bring in professionals to speak to the girls and Dr 
Masher, a Hasmonean alumni came in to talk to the girls about balancing a medical career and 
an orthodox jewish life. I have also been working with Mr Kalley to produce a number of 
interviews which we hope to make available to our students in the new year.  

On the 21st October we had InvestIn deliver an outstanding presentation about Ambition & 
Action to the year 12 and on the  29th October the year 13 had a session for Interview Skills. 
These were extremely informative with a focus on how to stand out from the crowd and get the 
most out of the remote environments. For the year 12 this linked specifically to using the 
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Unifrog platform to keep a record of all the activities, webinars, courses and volunteering 
they are currently doing. If you haven’t yet, have a look at this website with the girls and see 
in the interactions section some of the resources I have shared with them. 

I am very happy to say that the girls have taken up the opportunities published on the Pastoral 
classroom including attending the webinar for the All-Parliamentary Group for Engineering, 
Virtual University and Apprenticeship fairs and more. Have a look at the Oxbridge links, the 
King’s College lecture series, the essay competitions, the NHS career pages, Medical virtual 
work experience and so much more. The pastoral classroom has something for everyone and 
when they can’t find it there I am happy to reach out and find links for them to explore woking 
with Special Needs, what is required to go into a career in animation or hear about what a 
Physics Bsc is like.  

UCAS and Seminary 

Students have had individual appointments to get help and guidance completing their university 
applications. The year 13 had the first Yashar day online in the summer term and we started this 
term with a reminder assembly. All students who wanted to apply this year have been given the 
opportunity to sit down with me. We discussed priorities, ambitions and weighed up the options. 
I feel so privileged to be part of the joy that comes with each UCAS application sent.  

Clubs 
The Head Girl team have spearheaded the idea of bringing back clubs and creating a space for 
all of our students to go beyond the curriculum and explore their interests. Using our new 
Google Classroom facility they have set up seven new clubs which reflect the interests of our 
students. A selection of year 12 students have volunteered to lead the clubs and all now have 
materials posted for the younger years to get stuck into. Even the corridors are getting a 
makeover with displays for the Politics and ISoc clubs. More information is contained below in 
the lovely message from our Head Girl Team. 

 

And now for a message from the Head Girl Team 
Isolation. A time in which many people would view as a negative, depressing period in which 
one is unable to leave their house. Whilst yes, it is true that one cannot physically leave their 
house it doesn’t mean that life is put on hold. It doesn’t give an excuse to put everything else on 
hold for two weeks and wait for time to go by. Rather it should be used as an opportunity for 
inner growth and as a chance to showcase the resilience that has been instilled within us from 
Hasmo. I learnt this the hard way. I personally was in isolation for two weeks and within a week 
of being out I found myself isolating again. And yes, the first time it was very easy to just let the 
world go by and dwell in my personal sorrow, but I realised that it was very much 
counterproductive to do so. Therefore by realising the strength and resilience Hasmo has given 
me and so many other students, I was able to have a very productive and even enjoyable two 
weeks away from physical school and really focus on what I wanted to achieve which I wouldn’t 
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necessarily have the time for in any other circumstance. Therefore, I Thank Hasmo for 
building its pupils to face any change that comes and will come their way. - Tova Sharman 

We marked the end of term with Chanukah this year which has a surprising number of parallels 
to Hasmonean. Not only does our name remind us of the courage and faith demonstrated by the 
Maccabees, but the festival of Chanukah is unique amongst other Chagim because its story is not 
recorded in the Tanach. As a result, our knowledge of Chanukah and how to celebrate it is taught 
by our sages and rabbis (and can also be found in the apocrypha). Without their guidance, 
observing Chanukah in the way we do would not be possible. Chanukah is a festival which 
highlights the importance of learning from our teachers and represents how central education is 
in Judaism. As it says in Al Hanissim ְּכֶׁשָעְמָדה ַמְלכּות יָוָן ָהְרָׁשָעה ַעל ַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְלַהְׁשִּכיָחם ּתֹוָרֶתָך 
 the challenge of Chanukah is to not forget the Torah. The antidote is a strong ,ּוְלַהֲעִביָרם ֵמֻחֵּקי ְרצֹוֶנָך
Jewish education, which is one of our school’s greatest strengths, teaching Jewish ideas both on 
and off the pages, transmitted all the way from the Hasmonean dynasty down to us. 

This term we were also excited to introduce a brand new extra-curricular clubs and societies 
scheme. The main aim was to get all the girls in the school to find a club suited to them to 
broaden their horizons and expand their interests outside of their ordinary school subjects. 
Gaining new skills and interests is a critical part of our teenage years and in order to help with 
this, we set up some Google Classrooms where articles, quizzes and reviews as well as possible 
projects and activities are being uploaded by year 12 girls with particular interest in the subject 
area. This year it is difficult to find work experience and volunteering opportunities within 
certain fields and therefore encouraging the year 12s to run these clubs means they can research 
more about their subject and teach them to other people- something very useful in a personal 
statement. 

Although these clubs and societies are still in their initial stages of introduction, we hope that 
they will become more popular and become a source of excitement in the school in the coming 
months. 

 

 


