
Careers involving Physics 

 
With a Bachelor of Science degree in Physics or Engineering Physics, students can pursue 
careers in research and development, science, engineering, education, medicine, law, 
business, and the military. Current students can take advantage of the many research and 
internship opportunities available to help prepare them for the career of their choice.  

Physics students are trained to analyse evidence and 
handle equations. This way of thinking can be applied 
to many job roles, giving them the option of working in 
a range of industries. 
One of the great benefits of studying physics is the employability and the wide range 
of potential career directions afterwards. They may pursue careers in science in 
academia or industry, seek work in a related area such as teaching physics or 
science communication, or take up jobs in business or finance. Many physics 
graduates go on to further study after finishing their undergraduate degrees. 

This guide should help you think about the skills you have, the jobs they can be 
applied to, and the range of options available. You will also find out about 
employment rates for physics graduates, the areas of employment that attract them 
and the type of work they are likely to be doing six months after graduation. 

Obvious careers for physicists that want to start working now include graduate 
schemes with research companies like DSTL or consultancies like Atkins. These 
employers generally use on the job training and recruit graduates on an annual 
basis. 

Other jobs physics graduates go into include finance and IT. The creation of models 
or running of analysis are also big employers of physics graduates. Associated roles 
can include anything from risk analysis to weather forecasting. 

One area where physics students are sadly lacking is teaching. There are 
scholarships and bursaries available to help with the cost of teacher training to 
encourage physics graduates to enter the profession. 

With further qualifications or training, job roles open to physics graduates in science, 
business and other areas include the following: 



• accountant 
• commissioning editor 
• computer scientist 
• consultant 
• environmental scientist 
• ergonomist 
• materials specialist 
• medical physicist 
• nanoscientist 
• patent attorney 
• patent examiner 
• research scientist 
• secondary school teacher 
• technical author 
 

Scientific research and development was by far the most popular career choice for 
students of natural sciences identified by a 2018 survey of more than 60,000 
undergraduates carried out by Trendence UK, a partner of TARGETjobs’ parent 
company GTI. Just under half (48.5%) of students of natural sciences, a group of 
degree subjects that includes physics, who participated in the survey said they were 
interested in this area. The most popular careers for students of natural sciences 
were as follows: 
Career Percentage 

Scientific research and development 48.5% expressed an 
interest 

Energy and utilities 26.5 

Consumer goods manufacturing and marketing 26.0 

Engineering, design and manufacture 16.0 

Construction, civil engineering and surveying 13.5 

There are many career opportunities available for budding physicists. 
Options include: 

• aerospace engineering – researching and developing aircraft and 
spacecraft 

• climate forecasting – working with the technology that predicts future 
weather events 

• medical technology – designing and developing the medical devices 
and information technology that is used to diagnose, monitor and treat 
medical conditions 

https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/276909-accountant-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/279021-commissioning-editor-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/454127-computer-scientist-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/668041-consultant-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/454433-environmental-scientist-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/279475-ergonomist-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/276083-materials-specialist-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/276115-medical-physicist-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/454437-nanoscientist-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/276273-patent-attorney-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/276281-patent-examiner-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/278833-research-scientist-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/279187-teacher-secondary-job-description
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/job-descriptions/279201-technical-author-job-description


• robotics and artificial intelligence – designing and creating the 
machinery of the future 

• scientific journalism 
• teaching or lecturing. 

 



 

 



 


